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OUTLINE

• Mark-selective fishery review – Nicole Frederickson

• Interior Fraser Coho data analysis – Michael Arbeider and Maddie Thomson

• Fraser River Chum presentation review – All

• Fraser River Chinook Run Reconstruction file review – Maddie Thomson

• Chinook FMI JTC memo – Aidan Fisher and Brittany Jenwein

• JTWG Tier 1 discussion

Purpose – provide a high-level overview of material presented, 

discussed, and outcomes from the JTWG meeting April 8th, 2024
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MARK -SELECTIVE FISHERY REVIEW

• IMAWG update on SC marine rec & MSF fisheries. Detailed backgrounder including evaluation/results of 
individual pilots and key issues to consider.

• Purpose: to create opportunities with conservation benefits to unmarked (wild) CH.

• Considerations: mark rates, indicator stocks, release mortality, associated costs.

• Review of MSF information in Areas 12,13,15, 16, 20, 17-19.

Key discussion points

• Request for DFO to share expanded sampling results and expansion method.

• Concern that required sampling for defensible evaluation of MSF impacts on Fraser stocks of concern not 

feasible.

• SoG non-retention fisheries may have significantly more impacts.

• Question re new Area 28 (Howe Sound) sampling (vs improving for existing areas).

An overview of some of the mark-selective fishery data highlighting Fraser 

Chinook impacts and implications.
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MSF 
CONTINUED

• Indications of:

• Low mark rates

• High encounters of sub-legals

• Low sample rates

• Assumptions have changed
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INTERIOR FRASER COHO DATA ANALYSIS

Coho Update: DFO overview of PST Chapter 5, FRAM model and recent ER calculations, including requested 

details for 2014 (expanded access to allow sockeye fisheries; added rec access, consistent with SAP).

Key discussion points:

• Current tools do not allow for a detailed assessment of potential impacts of additional exploitation of 

domestic stocks.  Therefore, must be precautionary and consider all coho stocks.

• Request for FN involvement in setting ToR for DFO’s proposed coho work on new tools and CSAS review.

• Only 5 Nations have a formal proposal so far. LFFA also plans one. 

• Questions about evaluation process and suggestion for FSMB and JTC role.

• ER caps are for wild fish only (selective terminal fisheries would not count to those). 

• IFR coho caps and window closure provide protections for other stocks — important to understand 

implications of lifting of current restrictions. 

Review of available data related to Interior Fraser Coho and how the data influences management.
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CHINOOK RUN RECONSTRUCTION

Fraser Chinook Run Reconstruction Review: DFO reviewed the RR file structure, how to 

use the files and requested specific questions to cover in the planned June “deep dive” session. 

Key discussion points: 

• Interest in review of assumptions, limitations and uncertainty in the model.

• Suggestion to use a single stock example to illustrate the model – start on spawning 

grounds and travel back to river mouth. 

• Other questions: infilling, shifting migration timing (& implications of wrong assumptions 

there), US model, how the RR is used in management and to seed other models/outputs 

(FMI index). 

• Further questions to co-chairs. Proposed that JTC and JTWG coordinate on next steps.
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FRASER RIVER CHUM PRESENTATION REVIEW

2024 Management: Chum & Steelhead. Key change for 2024 — rec starts with non-

retention pending in season run size. DFO shared requested docs on steelhead window 

rationale.

Key discussion points:

• Details on recreational retention-opening criteria unclear.

• Concerns about protecting spawning chum in low water, and resolving who’s responsible 

for protecting spawning salmon from fishing, jet boats and vehicles in low water.

• Planning underway by DFO’s drought response team, need for more 

proactive/early/coordinated planning, FN involvement.

Review the Fraser Chum deck that will be presented by Jeff Radford 

at the Forum.
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CHINOOK FMI JTC MEMO

Review of results, uncertainties, and recommendations.

Key discussion points:

• FSMB working on protocols to facilitate sharing of such memos in future.

• Questions about new FSAR process; link to participate in Spring sprint week. Brittany to summarize 

several questions about FSAR process for DFO colleagues to address.

Presentation the JTC memo that summarizes information from the 

FMI analysis with recommendations to the FSMB.
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NEXT MEETING

Additional JTWG meeting will cover:

• Deep dive into the CH Run Reconstruction

• MSF Genetic Stock ID result review

• Meeting to be held in June – date TBD (tentatively June 24th)

• Likely virtual only.

Thanks to all supporting JTWG members for participating and sharing your work!
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FORUM TIER 1 DISCUSSION PROMPTER – 
DAY 1

• Sockeye

• Window closure duration

• Escapement options

• Fisheries planning (sharing of limited impacts)

• Environmental conditions

• Emergency enhancement efforts and 2nd year of Big Bar brood impacts for 

2024 returns

• Interior Fraser Coho

• Exploration of increasing ER
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2024 SOCKEYE 
FORECAST
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2024 ESCAPEMENT OPTIONS

LAER

(+ management adjustment)
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OPTION 1 – COMPARISON
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OPTION 2 COMPARISON
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WINDOW CLOSURE

Proposed extended window closures to protect 

60-70% of early-timed Early Summers including 

Bowron, Taseko, and Nadina that were impacted 

by Big Bar in both 2019 and 2020.
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INTERIOR 
FRASER COHO 

PST STATUS

• Still managed under the same framework that 
identifies the status based on marine survival 
rates and spawner abundance.

• Remains in Low status:

• 20% ER cap (up to 10% CAN, 10% US)

• Canada again implemented management 
potentially consistent with an ER of 3-5% 
in 2023
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INTERIOR 
FRASER COHO 

PST STATUS
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INTERIOR FRASER COHO 2024 MANAGEMENT 
CONSIDERATIONS

• “Interest from various groups to explore increasing this ER while remaining under the 10%”

• Very high-lever look in IFMP:

• Window closure will still be in place for non-selective gear, however;

• Seeking feedback on potential increased ER on FSC directed harvest or as bycatch.

How does everyone feel about this?

If appropriate, where and how?

    What is the feedback loop on consultation for this?

Decision process – FSMB?
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*from DFO
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