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South Coast Area Commercial   

Catch Monitoring Programs



South Coast Area Commercial Catch Monitoring 
Programs

•Objectives and monitoring level: 
•Vary depending on the level of risk associated with the fishery 

in regards to potential impacts on stocks of concern and 
management requirements for level and frequency of catch 
reporting and monitoring. (High risk or low risk)

2



3

Johnstone 

Strait

WCVI

Strait of 

Georgia 

JDF



Components of Catch Monitoring Programs

• Mandatory Logbook
• Hail-in and Hail-out – requirement to hail-in prior to fishing and hail-out 

after fishing for all fisheries
• Logbook phone-in/e-log – requirement for all fisheries, typically a 

requirement to phone-in catch and release information on a daily basis. 
Refer to slide on logbook sample for level of reporting details.

• Catch reports include catch of target and bycatch species as well as on-
grounds release estimates

• Additional daily Set Logs required in some fisheries (Area 14 Chum)

• Validation
• Charter Patrol Program (CPV) – on-grounds monitoring of catch and effort in 

some fisheries.
• 100% dockside validation of catch (DMP) – requirement in Area B Seine and 

Area H Troll Fraser Sockeye demonstration ITQ fishery.
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Components of Catch Monitoring Programs

Additional programs:

• On-grounds fishery manager and observer coverage.
• Area B Fraser Sockeye fishery in Area 20 and 29, includes set by set reporting.

• At-Sea Observer (ASO) requirements for Area B Fraser Sockeye fisheries in Area 20 and 29, 
CSAF demonstration fisheries.

• Effort estimation:
• sources of information includes overflights, on-grounds estimates by 

charter patrol (CPV) and Coast Guard vessels and hail-in reports
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Biological Sampling of Catch

- Varies by fishery 

- In-season DNA sampling of catch in Fraser Sockeye fisheries (Test 
vessels, offloads)

- DNA sampling of catch from Johnstone strait Chum Seine fishery 
and terminal Chum fisheries at offloads 

- Chinook CWT recoveries – 20% sampling of catch in Area G troll 
Chinook fishery

- New CSAF fisheries usually have requirement for DNA sampling 
depending on risk (i.e. Area 14, Bute Inlet)
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South Coast Area Commercial Catch Monitoring Programs

•    
Fishery Risk 

Level

DMP CPV Hail-in 

Hail-out

Logbook/

phone-in/

E-log

Catch reporting Overflight 

effort

Bio-

Sample

Fr SK

Area B SN

high 100% x x x 8am daily, or 2 hr 

prior to offload

x x

Fr SK

Area H TR

high 100% x x x 8am daily, or 2hr 

prior to offload

x x

Fr SK

Area D GN

high x x x not later than 12 

hours following the 

completion of a 

fishery opening

x x

Fr SK

Area E GN

high x x x 8am daily x

Barkley SK 

Area B SN

medium 100% x x x 48 hr after stopping 

fishing or within 2 

hours of landing. 

Effort from 

on-grounds 

and hail-in 

reports

x

Barkley SK 
Area D GN

medium x x x not later than 12 

hours following the 

completion of a 

fishery opening

Effort from 
on-grounds 
and hail-in 
reports

x
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South Coast Area Commercial Catch Monitoring Programs

•    
Fishery Risk 

Level

DMP CPV Hail-in 

Hail-

out

Logbook/

phone-in/

E-log

Catch reporting Overflight effort Bio-

Sample

JST Chum  Area 

B SN

low x x x 48 hr after stopping 

fishing or within 2 

hours of landing. 

x x

JST Chum Area H 

TR

low x x x 8am daily, or 2hr  

prior to offload

x

Terminal Chum

SOG Area B SN

low x x 48 hr after stopping 

fishing or within 2 

hours of landing. 

Effort hail-in 

reports

x

Terminal Chum

SOG Area D GN

low x x x not later than 12 

hours following the 

completion of a 

fishery opening

Effort hail-in 
reports

x

Terminal Chum

SOG Area E GN

low x x 8am daily Effort hail-in 

reports

x

Terminal Chum

SOG Area H TR

low x x 8am daily, or 2hr  

prior to offload

Effort hail-in 

reports
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South Coast Area Commercial Catch Monitoring Programs

•    
Fishery Risk Level DMP CPV Hail-in 

Hail-out

Logbook/

phone-in/

E-log

Catch 

reporting

Overflight effort Bio-

Sam

Chinook-

Area G TR

WCVI-AABM

high, stock ID 

and bycatch 

concerns in 

summer months

CWT 

sampling 

of catch

x x 8am daily, 

or 2 hr prior 

to offload

Occasionally, 

effort by hail-in 

and off-load 

reports

x
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Gill Net Logbook
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Troll Logbook
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Seine Logbook
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Improved Commercial Fisheries Monitoring and Catch 
Reporting

• Lack of independently verifiable 
information, risk assessment, 
performance indicators, and ways to 
evaluate effectiveness of monitoring 
programs

• Weak support from many harvesters for 
enhanced monitoring, including cost

• Lack of widely supported mechanisms 
to fund catch monitoring

• Limited availability of trained observers 
in many remote locations and for short 
notice fishery openings.
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• Requirement for independently verified 
monitoring and data collection methods (e.g., at-
sea observers, dockside monitoring, electronic 
monitoring, etc.)

• Improving systems to evaluate performance of 
management system(s) against its objectives (e.g., 
landings/at sea releases vs. set by-catch mortality 
limits).

• Identify and assess most cost-effective monitoring 
methods for industry.

• Evaluation/study to compare alternative 
approaches for projecting total bycatch/incidental 
mortality at fleet level (e.g., methods to quantify 
at sea releases, assessment of fish survival, 
monitoring coverage levels)

Current Challenges Future Opportunities



Commercial Monitoring Work To Date

• In the 2024/25 IFMP, described interim minimum monitoring 
requirements for commercial fisheries coastwide for consultation:
• 5% of fishing trips shall be subject to independent at-sea monitoring to 

observe the time, location, and species composition of released catch. Where 
bycatch limits exists for a fishery, coverage shall be 20%.

• 20% of fishing trips shall be subject to independent dockside validation to 
observe the species composition and total volume of landed catch.

• Following the IFMP, reviewed feedback, explored pilot electric 
monitoring projects, and engaged with commercial harvesters, 
service providers, and other stakeholders.

• For 2026, continue to work with commercial harvesters and service 
providers to refine minimum standards and implementation plans for 
a phased approach.
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The End
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